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The 1st annual CLAYE Awards was created to applaud and recognize “Distinguished Honorees” for their
outstanding Leadership and efforts to Improve Communities and Public Safety, as well as Empowering Students
and Young Adults with the tools and skills to succeed. The award celebrates individuals who have demonstrated
a commitment to the principles and philosophy of the Hip-Hop Summit Youth Council, and our overall mission to
protect, educate and fight for the rights of young citizens, especially those living in poor and disadvantaged
communities.
It is important that we honor individuals who are socially responsible, and understand the importance of giving
back to the community and supporting worthy causes. As community gatekeepers, it is our responsibility to use
their stories to inspire others to support the less fortunate and become a part of the solution and not a part of the
problem. Through the CLAYE Awards we will accomplish this task.
We are living in troubled times. Young people are searching for role models to guide them through the many
obstacles they face daily such as gun and gang violence, substance abuse, poverty, unemployment, failing schools
and poor police/community relations. Each of these is a threat to their future. Through the CLAYE Awards, we
can give young leaders the mentorship, motivation and resources to become a voice for change. Paying forward
through Volunteering, Community Service, Philanthropy, Humanitarianism, Activism, and Raptivism are
essential tools for the growth of our youth, and through our efforts we will help them to understand the power of
giving and how serving others can open up doors of opportunity to prepare them for their journey through life.
After decades of decline, gun shootings and homicides are on the rise in major cities this year. Statistics show
that in these cities, 86 citizens (including 8 children and teens) die daily from gun-related violence.
Approximately 33,000 gangs (representing 1.4 million members) commit 48% of the nation’s violent crimes –
Blacks & Hispanics are 96% of the gun murders and 97% of the shooters in New York City. The CLAYE
Awards will not only recognize those working in the trenches with us to make this a better world, but will also be
used as a “Call to Action” for students, young adults, parents, celebrities, business and community leaders to
stand with us as we continue to fight for the rights, safety and development of young citizens.
The year 2015 is turning out to be stellar and the following are noteworthy: We received an “Inspirational
Message” from President Barack Obama in support of our 4th annual “Hip-Hop Against Gun & Gang Violence
Week” (May 15-21, 2015); the development of our Hip-Hop Education & Performing Arts Center (HE-PAC) in
Uniondale, Long Island; the launch of the Student and Parents Information Network (SPIN) to help parents better
protect their children in and out of school; and the creation of the CLAYE Awards.
Extraordinary men like Mahatma Gandhi, Malcolm X and Dr. King moved mountains with their leadership and
oratory skills. Like Hip-Hop artists they were the “Rappers” of their time, using the “Mic” to deliver a message
for economic justice and social equality. The CLAYE Awards will be used as a platform to honor those who
have stepped up to the plate to support worthwhile causes, and as a beacon of hope for the “Raptivism
Movement,’” as we continue to promote the importance of education, employment, gun & gang violence
prevention, criminal justice reform, and civil and human rights for all.

